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depend.1 It is the same thing in war, in courts, and in
common business. Every one who hunts after pleasure, or
fame, or fortune, is still restless and uneasy till he has
hunted down his game; and all this is not only very
natural, but something reasonable too, for a violent desire
is little better than a distemper, and therefore men are not
to blame in looking after a cure. I find myself hugely in-
fected with this malady, and am easily vain enough to
believe it has some very good reasons to excuse it. For
indeed, in my case, there are some circumstances which
will admit pardon for more than ordinary disquiets. That
dearest object upon which all my prospect of happiness
entirely depends, is in perpetual danger to be removed for
ever from my sight Varina's2 life is daily wasting, and
though one just and honourable action would furnish health
to her, and unspeakable happiness to us both, yet some
power that repines at human felicity has that influence to
hold her continually doating on her cruelty, and me upon
the cause of it. This fully convinces me of what we are told,
that the miseries of man's life are all beaten out on his own
anvil. Why was I so foolish to put my hopes and fears into
the power or management of another ? Liberty is doubtless
the most valuable blessing of life; yet we are fond to fling

1  The   lady to   whom   this   letter is  addressed   is   said by all
Swift's biographers to have been a sister of one of his companions in
Trinity College, Dublin.   There were In his time two undergraduates
of the name, sons of William Waring, of Waringstown, in the county
of Down, William, who matriculated on n June, 1681, and Richard,
who matriculated on 9 April, 1684, but their relationship to this lady
was that of cousin. As Deane Swift states ("Essay,33 p. 33), Jane Waring
was the sister of Westenra Waring, who was also a graduate of Trinity
College, Dublin, but did not enter until 16 June, 1691, more than three
years after Swift had left.   They were children of the Rev. Roger
Waring, who was Archdeacon of Dromore, and held in right of that
dignity the living of Donaghcloney, in which the seat of the Waring
family is situated    ("An Ulster Parish,37 by Rev. E. D. Atkinson,
p. 105.)   His wife was a Westenra, Isabella, sister of Peter Westenra,
who represented Athboy in William Ill's first Irish Parliament, and
their father, who was one of the first of the name to come from Holland,
was a collateral ancestor of Lord Rossmore.   Archdeacon Waring's
will, which is undated and unsigned, but was proved by his widow on
23 July, 1692, is on record.   In it he mentions his sons Westenra and
Peter, and his daughters Jane, Elizabeth, and Fenekin, as well as
three younger children, whose names are not given.

2  A play upon the name Waring, or as Forster considers it (" Life,"
p, 77), a more poetical form.rsity, was incorporated a member of Oxford University
